
The difference between
gossip and news depends
on whether you hear it or
tell it.
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City DPW schedule 
for Good Friday 

NORWALK — The City of
Norwalk Department of
Public Works has
announced that there will
be no garbage pickup on
Friday, April 6. Friday’s
garbage will be picked up
on Saturday.

There will be citywide
recycling on Friday.

The transfer station on
Crescent Street will be open
on Friday and Saturday. The
yard waste disposal site on
Smith Street will be open on
Friday and Saturday.

St. Paul’s to hold
parish conference

NORWALK — St. Paul’s on
the Green will host “Doing
Church Differently” from 9
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 21. The confer-
ence is geared for parishes
seeking vitality and growth.

There are 25 parishes reg-
istered as of March 30 for a
total of 125 participants,
representing the Episcopal
Dioceses of Connecticut,
Newark, New Jersey, and
Massachusetts.

Library will hold
hip-hop workshops

NORWALK — On Tuesday,
April 17, during spring
break, the South Norwalk
Branch Library will offer
two hip-hop freestyle work-
shops. Children in grades 3
to 5 are invited to the 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. session. Middle
school students are invited
to the 7 to 8 p.m. session.
This program is for kids
who like movement to
music. Instructor Austin
Daily and his assistant will
begin the workship with a
short performance. Stu-
dents are then taught basic
hip-hop free-style skills,
break dancing, party moves,
waving, robotics, party line
dances, vocabulary of skills
and some history of the hip
hop culture. No dance expe-
rience is necessary to par-
ticipate.

Registration is required.
Call 899-2790 ext.3 for more
information, or to register.

Veterans’ Committee
expands float prizes

NORWALK — The Nor-
walk Veterans Memorial
Committee has announced
expanded prizes for the best
floats in the annual Memor-
ial Day Parade, to be held
this year on Monday, May
28.

The theme of the parade
will be, “Honor Our Veter-
ans-Support Our Troops,”
and the floats that best
exemplify this theme will be
awarded cash prizes. First
prize will be $500; second
prize, $200; and third prize,
$100. As was done last year,
the prizes will be presented
at the American Legion Hall
at 60 County St. within an
hour of the conclusion of
the parade. Winners will be
notified in the parade mar-
shaling area at Veterans
Park before the parade
launches at 9 a.m.

In past years, only the
schools were eligible for
this competition, but this
year any civic organization
is eligible to compete for the
awards.

In addition to Norwalk
Public Schools, the Side By
Side Charter School and All
Saints Catholic School are
also eligible to compete.
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• Public Works Commit-
tee of the Common Council
Public Hearing (E. Rocks
Renumbering) followed by a
regular meeting, 7:30 p.m.,
DPW Conference Room,
City Hall
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By JILL BODACH
Hour Staff Writer

NORWALK — When thinking
of the Catholic Church, the
words Internet and blog proba-
bly don’t come to mind. Words
like history, tradition and ritu-
al are more likely associated
with this branch of faith. But
Diocese of Bridgeport Bishop
William Lori is trying to
change that.

Lori has created a blog that
includes a Question and
Answer section, message board
and photographs. The bishop is
hoping that Catholics through-
out the diocese will make a leap
of faith and visit his site. Lori
said he is trying to bridge the
history and traditions of the
Catholic Church with the mod-
ern means of communication
used by those of all denomina-

tions.
“The Catholic Church blog-

ging? Absolutely,” Lori stated
on his Web site (www.bish-
oploriblog.org) “After all, none
other than Pope Benedict has
urged that ‘we must use the
modern methods of making
ourselves be heard in a reason-
able way — or better yet, of
making the voice of the Lord
accessible and comprehensi-
ble.’”

The goal of the blog is to
communicate, Lori said.

“Important to members of
the church to use means that
are available to us and one that
has opened up in recent years
is blogging, and I think that it’s
an appropriate way for the
church to convey the Lord’s
message,” Lori said.

Lori’s first blog topic is
about Holy Week. Lori said he

knew it was a “predictable”
choice for a first blog topic, but
he thought it was an important
one.

“A lot of people are thinking
about their faith right now and
since there is that heightened
consciousness about their
faith, I thought it was an appro-
priate time to launch the site,”
Lori said.

The Internet may just
become another way that lead-
ers of the Catholic Church
reach the masses and spread
their message to them.

In 2005, at a Council of Euro-
pean Bishops’ Conference,
Archbishop John Foley high-
lighted the importance to the
Church’s mission to encourage
the use of “new media” such as
the Internet. Comparing the

Blogging bishop offers high-tech heavenly help

Hour graphic
A screen shot of Bishop William Lori’s Weblog.
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Carver Center program participants, from left, A.J. Frierson, T.K.
Smalls, Ray Ray Rodriguez, Patrick Francis, Jonathan Boykin, Denzel
Riddick and Raequon Calhoun pose with the center’s new 12-pas-
senger van.

By MAX HADLER
Hour Staff Writer

NORWALK — For the past
seven months, the acclaimed
programming at the George
Washington Carver Communi-
ty Center has served many Nor-
walk youths but languished in
unrealized potential, unable to
reach kids who have had no
way to reach the building at 7
Academy St.

With the support of the
James Fitzpatrick Trust, the
Heidmar Corporation, Noroton
Presbyterian Church, and a
$5,000 discount from Maritime
Motors, the Carver Center
recently resolved the problem
by purchasing a 12-passenger
van.

The center hit an unexpect-

ed snag at the beginning of the
school year, when a number of
middle school students who
had previously depended on
Norwalk Public School
resources to participate in the
center’s after-school programs
were shut out of the trans-
portation lottery.

In years past, the center
relied on its students’ good luck
in the lottery and never consid-
ered alternatives. Partipicants
in the center’s Youth Develop-
ment Program ran out of luck
this year and were left strand-
ed, not invited onto school
buses and not permitted to
board city buses.

“Parents of sixth-grade stu-
dents didn’t feel it was safe for
their kids to use public trans-

portation on their own,” said
Janene De Souza, director of
development at Carver. “We’ve
had students who have wanted
to come and they’ve been
unable to since September.”

Pending parent permission
slips and a handful of legal
issues, students will now be
able to ride to the Carver Cen-
ter at no charge to them or the
center. The van will also be
available for other transporta-
tion needs when not in use for
after-school programming, De
Souza said.

The Carver Center’s Youth
Development Program pre-
pares middle school students
for high school through men-
toring, academic advising and
peer counseling.

Donations help center solve transport woes

In the groove

Hour photo / MATTHEW VINCI
Thomas Sarvaides on the drums Monday with the West Rocks Middle School jazz band rehearsing for
the upcoming Fairfield-West Rocks jazz concert.

By NOELLE FRAMPTON
Hour Staff Writer

NORWALK — A local man,
wearing a T-shirt encourag-
ing two teenage murder sus-
pects to “Keep your heads
up,” was arrested Friday for
allegedly carrying crack
cocaine and a loaded pistol
without a permit.

Kory Thomas, 22, was
wearing a shirt that bore pic-
tures of Victor Smalls and
Jimmie Kave Jr., suspects in a
brash midday killing on
March 22, and the words of
encouragement when he was
arrested at 11:05 p.m. Friday,
said Norwalk Police Special
Services Division Officer
Mark Suda.

Thomas gave police a New
Haven address but Suda said

he was born and raised in
Norwalk and lives here still,
with prior charges for drugs,
assault and failure to appear.

When division officers
stopped to break up a large
crowd in the South Norwalk
area of South Main Street
and Raymond Street, Thomas
started walking away and sev-
eral officers saw him toss
away a bag of 5.5 grams of
suspected crack, packaged for
street-level sale, Suda said.

Police said they stopped
and searched him to find a
fully-loaded .45 Colt pistol in
his waistband, with a bullet
in the chamber.

Thomas, who goes by the
street name “Snowball,” was

By PATRICK R. LINSEY
Hour Staff Writer

NORWALK — A former Nor-
walk couple withdrew an
ethics complaint against city
zoning official Anne Car-
bone, whom they had accused
of unfair retaliation, an
attorney for the couple said
Monday.

The development came a
scant 48 hours before Car-
bone’s case was to be consid-
ered by the city’s Ethics Com-
mittee.

Carlos and Diane Diez
filed an ethics complaint
against Carbone, chair-
woman of Norwalk’s Zoning
Board of Appeals, in Decem-
ber 2006, alleging she used
her city position to prosecute
a zoning violation. The
Diezes said they were target-
ed by Carbone after they
chose not to renew a real
estate contract with her.

Carbone had been
employed by Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage until
early December. On Dec. 6,
the day The Hour first report-
ed the Diezes’ complaint,
sources alerted this newspa-
per that Carbone no longer
worked for Coldwell Banker.

Since December, Carbone
has continued as chairman of
the ZBA.

Michael Coffey, Democrat-
ic chairman of the Common
Council’s Ethics Committee,
could not confirm whether
the complaint had been with-
drawn. If the complaint is
withdrawn, the committee
will decide how to proceed
with the case, Coffey said.

“It’s still on the agenda
Wednesday night,” he said.
“The committee will discuss
what our future action will

By JILL BODACH
Hour Staff Writer

NORWALK — What items are
necessary in order to have a
fully stocked “shelter in place”
kit to sustain a family of four
for three days? If you don’t
know the answer to this, you
aren’t alone.

The National Opinion Sur-
vey to Determine Levels of Pre-
paredness for a Public Health
Crisis, which surveyed 925
adults, showed 27 percent
claimed to be prepared for a
public health crisis, but only 14
percent of those said they actu-
ally had a three-day supply of
food, water and medication on-
hand. The survey also found
that 46 percent of the public
has not pulled together a Disas-
ter Supply Kit.

This week, during National
Public Health Week, local
health departments are hoping
to educate members of their
communities about preparing
for natural disasters, epi-
demics and pandemics, as well
as educating them about the
services provided by health
departments.

“Communities need to pre-
pare for emerging, rapidly
spreading disease as well as
severe weather emergencies,”
said Tim Callahan, health
director of the Norwalk Health
Department.

After 9/11, the roles of
health departments changed as
public health officials became
required to create emergency
preparedness plans.

“This is new to public health

departments in general
because these responsibilities
were previously left to state
emergency preparedness
departments and local police
and fire departments,” said
William Mooney Jr., a sanitari-
an and one of the emergency
preparedness planners at the
Norwalk Health Department.
“Since 9/11, we now have to
know how to set up clinics, pre-
pare mass vaccinations and
educate people about what to
do in case of a pandemic or epi-
demic.”

According to the National
Opinion Survey, the term “pub-
lic health crisis” does not res-
onate with people, although
there is a concern about the
events that might lead to one.

See BISHOP’S, A4

See DRUG, A4

See ETHICS, A4

Local officials urge preparedness
during National Public Health Week

See LOCAL, A4

Local man arrested
on drug, gun charges
Police say Kory Thomas was wearing a shirt
cheering two murder suspects when arrested

Couple drops ethics
charge against Carbone
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It is supposed to be spring, but
the weather is anything but
springlike. Chilly temperatures
may require a coat to cover that
Easter finery and  the Easter
Bunny might need to borrow
Santa’s sled.

Don’t laugh. We have had snow
on Easter Sunday in the past, and
25 years ago Friday we had 4 inch-
es of snow dumped on the area.

Don’t put the shovel away — just
in case.

Despite the chilly temperatures,
we warm to our weekly task of
scanning the horizon in the
Greater Norwalk area and beyond
to make our weekly presentations
to the good, the bad and the other-
wise.

Bouquets to those
organizations that
saw a local need to
help some youngsters
and stepped up to the
plate.

In the past, some middle school
students had been able to rely on
the public schools for transporta-
tion to the George Washington
Carver Center to participate in its
after-school program.

Space on the buses was limited
by a lottery and this year a num-
ber didn’t make it, thus were
unable to participate in the pro-
gram.

Enter a number of organizations
— the James Fitzpatrick Trust, the
Heidmar Corp., the Noroton Pres-
byterian Church and Maritime
Motors. The latter offered a $5,000
discount that allowed the center,
with the help of the others, to pur-
chase a 12-passenger van,

It’s good news for those sixth-
graders who avail themselves of
the Carver program. It is designed
to help them make the transition
from middle school to high school.

Bouquets to the
members of St.
Jerome Parish who
didn’t forget the
hungry at this holi-
day time of the year.

The parishioners augmented
their usual monthly food collec-
tion with a special effort recently
and managed to collect two tons of
food for distribution to various
community agencies. Among the
beneficiaries of the parish collec-
tion are the Christian Community
Action Food Pantry, the St. Vincent
dePaul Society and the Mid-Fair-
field AIDS Project.

Parishioners spent several hours
sorting and packing the 4,000 food
items donated by about 800 mem-
bers of the parish.

A bouquet to a
Westport resident
who has been named
chief of general sur-
gery recently at Nor-
walk Hospital.

Dr. Alan Meinke came to this
specialty naturally as the son of a
surgeon. As well as directing the
surgical program at the hospital,
he also is an instructor there as
well as at Yale University’s School
of Medicine  graduate surgical
program.

As a transplant from Michigan,
he recently commented that most
Norwalkers don’t know just how
good Norwalk Hospital is. We do.

Van providers,
food gatherers
surgeon winners

On March 29, in a memorandum to
the Common Council, Board of Esti-
mate, and Board of Education, as well
in a piece in the press, Mr. Hamilton
responded to my proposal to use un-
designated fund balance as a means of
preserving the proposed tax increase
approved by the council and still sat-
isfying the needs of the Board of Edu-
cation as “fundamentally flawed” for
several reasons.

First, Mr. Hamilton makes this claim
because he contends that we would op-
erate our 2007/2008 budget as if we had
the additional $3.2 million dollars. Ob-
viously he has chosen to disregard my
assertion that we would do all we can
to minimize when I said, “Be assured
of our firm commitment to continue
to pursue every available means to ef-
fect savings and to limit staffing to the
absolute minimum number necessary.
Agree to meet with representatives
from the school district, administra-
tors and the board’s Finance Commit-
tee monthly to review our expenditures
so you have assurances that we are
keeping that commitment.” What would
be gained if we chose to ignore this in
our efforts to build a collaborative and
trusting relationship with the Board
of Estimate or the Common Council?

Second, Mr. Hamilton says, “There
is no basis whatsoever to believe any-
thing other than the Board of Educa-
tion will be back for a special appro-
priation of $3.2 million sometime be-
fore the end of the school year.” I
would suggest there is no factual
basis for such an assertion. Neither
Mr. Hamilton nor I can say with cer-
tainty what will happen that would
mitigate the need to request $3.2 mil-
lion. How can he assume our final staff-
ing needs when I don’t know them yet
and will not until early June? It is cer-
tainly possible that we may need fewer
staff. How can he assume that our es-
timates for fuel oil will, or will not,
materialize, or that adjustments might
not be possible in special education
tuition costs, or that health insurance
costs may not be as high as budgeted?
The fact is he cannot. In the last four
years we have been able to return a
surplus to the city. Why should we as-
sume that we would not be able to do
so in the future? That, of course, is not
a certainty. None of this might happen
and we might, indeed, need to come
for a special appropriation. My point
is that the needs of the students ought
to be a sufficient reason to take the
chance that we can minimize the ex-
tent of the increase where a special
appropriation might be minimal or,
in the best of cases, unneeded. My
point is that, in a worse case scenario,
we can access the significant unappro-
priated surplus the city has accumu-
lated without impacting the tax rate
which is what the Common Council
wanted to do in the first place.

Third, Mr. Hamilton describes the
purposes budgets serve. I’ve been
building budgets for more than 30
years. I would argue that the budget,
the financial plan to meet specific
goals, is being used for that exact pur-
pose: meeting specific goals in a fis-
cally responsible way. Suggesting that
we are adopting a fraudulent budget
that we intend to exceed is simply un-
true. I would note that the city projects
a budget it believes is accurate, but
then builds in a “contingency” fund,
usually in the neighborhood of $2
million dollars, just in case the ex-
penses are higher than anticipated.
Does the city engage in a fraudulent
practice by budgeting certain appro-
priations and then adding a contin-
gency, just in case? Of course not. A
contingency of a reasonable propor-
tion is a wise practice. The city builds
in a contingency between $1.5 and $2

million dollars on anticipated ex-
penses of about $113 to $115 million
(the non-Board of Education part of
the budget) but does not make any al-
lowances for a contingency on a school
budget of $136 - $140 million. Why? Be-
cause our “contingency” comes from the
action of the Board of Estimate for a
special appropriation. My request of
the Board of Estimate is, in effect, to
create a contingency for the Board of
Education by agreeing to honor a re-
quest for a special appropriation, to
the extent it becomes necessary, in
the same way that the city builds in a
contingency for city expenses outside
of the Board of Education. There is
no subterfuge. We are very clear on
what may, or may not, be necessary.

Fourth, Mr. Hamilton expresses con-
cern about his future plans given the
impact of a potential special appro-
priation for the Board of Education
that could, in his judgment, reach $3.2
million. He says it will impact the level
of unappropriated surplus he intends
to use over the next two years. In four
years time, the unappropriated surplus
was permitted to grow from $13 million
to $28 million and now, all of a sudden,
he has a plan to decrease that unappro-
priated surplus down to $20 million in
two years? How? He is going to use $4
million of it in 2007/2008 and another
$3.5 million in 2008/2009. There will be
no fund balance used in 2009/2010. This
means in 2009/2010 there will need to
be some other offset in revenue, or some
reduction in expense, or some increase
in the Grand List to offset that loss or
the 2009/2010 budget is going to start
off with a $3.5 million increase before
anyone begins making any budget pro-
posals. I’m not so sure this is the wis-
est use of fund balance over time.

Fifth, city revenues increased by
12.29 percent in 2006/2007. In 2007/2008
they are projected to increase by 5.19
percent. Yet, Mr. Hamilton’s financial
projections (used as an argument
against creating the opportunity for
additional funds for the educational
needs of the students) assume that
revenues will only increase by 2.4 per-
cent in 2008/2009 and will actually de-
crease by 6.66 percent in 2009/2010
(because there is no fund balance
that will be appropriated.). Further-
more, the financial statement provid-
ed by Mr. Hamilton indicates that the
Grand List increased in 2006/2007 by
14.28 percent and increased again  by
11.23 percent in 2007/2008. However, it
will increase by only 1.25 percent in
both 2008/2009 and 2009/2010. What is
also interesting to note is that there
is no mention of any potential of fund
balance from the operating budget in
2008/2009 or 2009/2010. Does it not seem
odd that in prior years there was a
substantial fund balance (that’s why
the unappropriated surplus is so high)
and now there is no mention of it? Is
the city going to spend every last dol-
lar in each of the budget years? Do
these numbers make sense?

I also take exception to Mr. Hamil-
ton’s assertion that, “The budget prob-
lems that the Board of Education is
now facing were [sic] principally the
results of relying upon budgetary one-
shots (some might refer to them as
budget gimmicks) to balance their bud-
get for FY 2006-07.” The judgment in
this comment is that it is the Board
of Education that is responsible for
this problem. The fact is we were pre-
pared to return $2 million to the city
at the end of last year, but we worked
with the Board of Estimate, at its re-

quest, to use these funds available on
a one-time basis to reduce the current
year’s increase. Furthermore, I ad-
vised the Board of Estimate and the
Common Council and the Board of
Education in January of last year that
using those funds would put us in the
exact place we are now. We all agreed
to do it. We all walked into this with
our eyes open. We supported this
decision then and we support it now.
But to blame the Board of Education
for this situation, when it was not our
request or our idea to use those funds,
is bordering on the dishonest. We
wouldn’t be where we are now if, as
planned, we had returned the $2 mil-
lion and requested the Board of Esti-
mate to increase this year’s budget
by 3.99 percent.

Finally, Mr. Hamilton says that
there is a potential solution outside
of my proposal. Mr. Hamilton says if
the state increases education aid,
then the Board of Estimate could
make a special appropriation to the
Board of Education in the amount of
that aid instead of adding it to the
city’s surplus. If I am understanding
this correctly, it is not wise or honest
to provide a special appropriation
that would maintain the proposed tax
rate and eliminate the need to cut
educational programs if that means
accessing part of the $28 million in
unappropriated surplus that already
exists, but it is wise and honest to do
so if the state (and nobody knows if
this will happen) gives the city addi-
tional educational aid which would
otherwise add to that unappropriated
surplus. Potentially providing a spe-
cial appropriation from the existing
$28 million in unappropriated sur-
plus will be “disastrous” but using
additional state aid that would other-
wise go to increase that unappropri-
ated fund balance would not. With all
of this, it would still require the
Board of Estimate to take an action
approving a special appropriation.

One last thought. Our job is to pro-
vide the best quality educational pro-
gram we can to the young people of
this city. We make our recommenda-
tions for staffing and program based
on the experience and expertise we
have accumulated over decades of
work in schools and school systems.
We are producing results. The budg-
etary increase we are requesting,
given last year’s collaboration with
the city, is in no way unreasonable.
Look around at our neighboring dis-
tricts and ask if our staffing levels
are less or greater than theirs. You
will see they are less. Look at our
neighboring districts and ask if our
budget increases over time are less
or greater than theirs. You will see
they are less.

I think I offered a reasonable solu-
tion to this problem. One where every-
one gets what they want. The details
can be addressed. If we know there is
access to a special appropriation if
necessary, we can continue to make
sound educational decisions. There is
no incentive for us not to be as fiscal-
ly responsible as we can. If there is
no access, then we will have to make
hard choices that, in retrospect we
may look back on and say, “This was
unnecessary.” The question is to what
extent do people want to address this
issue and what are they willing to do
to work toward a solution. Alterna-
tively, we can do nothing and under-
stand that it will be the kids who pay
the price when reductions have to be
made. I can assure you, any reduc-
tion in service, whether it is adminis-
trative, teaching, athletics, or other
support, will have an impact on the
programs we provide our students
and the work we do with and for them.

Norwalk students to pay the price  if
reasonable solution is not found

A N O T H E R V I E W
Salvatore Corda

School Superintendent

L E T T E R S

To the Editor:
Please allow me the privi-

lege of directing a piece of
correspondence to the South-
ern Regional Sickle Cell Asso-
ciation through the medium of
this column.

A little over a month ago,
many people from this area
gathered in the Community
Tabernacle of Deliverance
Church, Stamford. We came
together in support of the
Mann and Curtis families in
the homegoing celebration of
their loved one, the late Chrys-
tal Lynne Mann. While rejoic-
ing in the truth of our sacred
scriptures that she is in the
care of God, we were yet sad-
dened because Chrystal was
only 22 years old.

One of the speakers paying
tribute to Chrystal was Alex
Knopp, former mayor of Nor-
walk. In commenting on the
brevity of her life due to Sick-
le Cell, he challenged us to
honor her memory by doing
something tangible to counter
this illness which particularly
affects African-Americans.

Our congregation is pleased
to respond to his challenge. A
copy of this letter is being sent
to the Southern Regional Sick-
le Cell Association, Bridge-
port, along with a financial
contribution.

We hope that this small ges-
ture will encourage others to
do the same. I am optimistic
that with the support of our
community to this fine organi-
zation, they will be able to
make a dent in fighting this
disease which takes the lives of
so many of our young people
prematurely.

Thank you for allowing us
to honor Chrystal’s memory
this way.

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Ingraham
Calvary Baptist Church

Norwalk

Donations will
help find cure
for sickle cell

To the Editor:
A recent letter to the editor

listed all the fine community
service work credited to mem-
bers of the Westport YMCA.
The writer represents these
people as unanimous in their
support for relocating the
Westport Y to the Mahackeno
site.

From personal experience, I
can tell all those unnamed
referred to in this letter that
community service, for all its
good intentions, is fleeting.
You are often remembered, not
for the numerous small deci-
sions that each in their own
way contributed to making a
difference, but for your one
larger, more important deci-
sion.

How ironic it may be, that
for all their fine work to help
make Westport a better place
to live, it is likely to be over-
shadowed by just one decision.
These are the very people that
will be responsible for elimi-
nating an estimated 15 acres of
pristine forest in Westport.
They are also likely to be
remembered for constructing
a new 100,000-plus square foot
YMCA in a AAA residential
area near Exit 41 of the Mer-
ritt Parkway with all its poten-
tial traffic implications.

Hopefully, these people will
be secure in knowing that
they made the best decision,
not just for the YMCA mem-
bership, but also for the future
of the Westport/Norwalk
area.

Take a good look at Exits 39-
40 off the Merritt Parkway in
Norwalk.Once the trees are cut
down and the controversial
septic system is installed,
there is no turning back. Sel-
dom are there second chances
to reconsider misplaced, inap-
propriate development.

To all the well-intentioned
members of the YMCA, how
will you be remembered?  

Richard Lowenthal
Norwalk

Y members
should think
about decision
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